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Act ii. sc. 1.    Edmund's speech:

He replied,
Thou unpossessing bastard! etc.

Thus the secret poison in Edmund's own heart
steals forth; and then observe poor Glo'ster's,

Loyal and natural boy I

as if praising the crime of Edmund's birth!
Ib.    Compare Regan's,

What, did my father's godson seek your life?
He whom my father named?

with the unfeminine violence of her,
All vengeance comes too short, etc.

and yet no reference to the guilt, but only to
the accident, which she uses as an occasion for
sneering at her father. Regan is not., in fact,
a greater monster than Goneril, but she has the
power of casting more venom.
Ib. sc. 2. Cornwall's speech:

This is some fellow.

Who, having been praised for bluntness, doth affect
A saucy roughness, etc.

In thus placing these profound general truths
in the mouths of such men as Cornwall, Edmund,
lago, etc., Shakespeare at once gives them utter-
ance, and yet shows how indefinite their applic-
ation is.

Ib. sc. 3. Edgar's assumed madness serves
the great purpose of taking off part of the
shock which would otherwise be caused by the
true madness of Lear, and further displays the